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ISS004E12318 Sunrise, Mono Lake, Mono Basin, May 23, 2002, from the International Space Station.
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TITANIC PROJECT TO
GIVE CITY A RIVER.

Thirty Thousand Inches of Waler fo be
. Brought to Los Angeles.

* Oplions Secwred on Forty Miles of River Frontuge in
Ingo Ceunty—Mageificent Strenm fo be Conveyed
Dowen to the Southland in Condult Troo Hundred and
Farty Miles Long—S tnpendons Deal Closed.

. NDEPENDENCE (Cal) July 28.~[Exclusiv
Dispatel.] Agents representing Los Angeles et
bave secured options en nbout forky milss of frontage

on the Owens River north of Owens Lake Fred

Eaton, ex-Mayor of Lot Angeles, and the superinteris

dent of the Les Angeles weter works were in the valley

in an automabile the early part of this week. Two days
wuge they closed the last outstending options.  The prico
paid for many of tho ranches is three or four times what
the ewners cver expeeted to sell them for. Foveryhody
in the valley has money, and everyone is happy.

Tliree menths age Eaton bought the holdings of the
Rickey Cattle Company, comprising sbout 50,000
acres of woter-bearing lsnd. Tt was then thought that
Eaton was going inte the stock-rnising busines lere,
but it has snee boen Jearned that he Vs seturing aptions
for Loa Angeles eity. Eoton has made every "optian
solid and secored all the land the city wanted.  The denl
is riveted. *
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Clean Air Act violations







Water Diversion Impacts

Mono Basin Streams

° RUSH CREEK

BRIDGE 47-8
fi . 395 MNO

Lost 19 miles of fISh
forests, and broad bottomlands habltats

* Lost premier Sierra trout fishery
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“By the law of nature these
running water, the sea and
— Institutes of Justinian, Ro



:,_ “The owner of any dam shaII allow sufﬁuent water at all ks
= times to pass over, around, or through the dam, to keep

@ In good condition any fish that may be planted or exist
s below the dam.”

—Callfornla Fish and Game Code § 5937
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MONO LAKE WATERFOWL POPULATION MONITORING

2013 Annual Report

o

LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER
PREPARED BY DEBBIE HOUSE
WATERSHED RESOURCES SPECIALIST
BISHOP, CA 93514
April 2013

Figure 2. Mono Lake Fall Aerial Survey Lakeshore Segments, Boundaries, and Cross-Lake Transects
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Adaptive Management

Define/
redefine the
problem

Establish goals

Adapt and objectives

: Model linkages
Communicate between

current objectives and
understanding proposed action(s)

Analyze, Select action(s):
synthesize and (research, pilot, or
evaluate full-scale) and develop
performance
measures

Design and Design and
implement implement
monitoring plan action(s)




State Water Board restoration goals
for Mono Lake tributaries:
Rush, Lee Vining, Walker & Parker creeks

1. Restore functional and self-sustaining
stream systems with healthy riparian
ecosystem components.

2. Restore self-sustaining trout populations
with fish in good condition.
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Mono Basin Stream
Restoration and Monitoring
Program:
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The Synthesis Report

Synthesis of Instream
Flow Recommendations
to the
State Water Resources
Control Board

and the

evaluates whether the
current flow regime is

achieving the State
Los Angeles Department
of Water and Power

FINAL REPORT

Water Board goals of:

Prepared by:

McBain & Trush, Inc.
980 7th St.
Arcata, CA 95521

and

Ross Taylor and Associates
McKinleyville, CA 93519

April 30, 2010







Benefits of the new streamflows

A compatrison of Rush Creek flows under the current and new streamflow rules

800
episodic main channel change
current flows
700 new flows
floodplain deposition, channel entrance alteration
600

deep pool scour, bar formation

delta building event threshold (>5 days)
large woody debris transport threshold

L

=

=
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400

300

Daily average flow (cfs)

gravel mobilization for trout spawning
200 -

side channel connectivity
100

U I I I I I
April May June July August September

Figure 2: A comparison of wet year streamflows required in the Rush Creek bottomlands. Currently, the highest flow that can be reliably
achieved is approximately 400 cubic feet per second. With the new Agreement, much higher streamflows will be reliably delivered.
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. | “The general plan of operation will be to divert the entire flow of i

the various streams ... throughout the entire year”
DWP Chief Engineer H. A. Van Norman, 1936
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E News worth noting: DWP and Mono Lake reach

213 ggreement, increased Trinity River flows, sandhill cr
Rim Fire updates, water bond comments, and a tribute tc
Taugher

Water

DWP and Mono Lake Committee reach agreement: Innavative agreement
between DWP & the Mono Lake Committee will continue restoration of Mono Basin
streams without reducing exports to Los Angeles, reporis the Commitee's blog,
The Mono-Logue: * ... “The science is in, the plan is written, and now this critical
agreement will deliver the stream restoration that the fish, forests, and wil

Mono Basin have been promised. This win-win agreement implement

























U.S. Drought Monitor
California

October 20, 2015

{Rejeased Thursday, Oct. 22, 2015)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drougit Canditions (Fercent Area)

Mone [ DO-D4 |D1-Did

Current 014 | o986 6733 | 6227 | 7108 | 4600
Last Week
as e 014 | 8986 6733 | 6236 | 7108 | 46.00
IMonthsAgo | 54y | g5 [a7.25 | 9450 | 71.08 | 46.00
FENNS
Start of
Calendar Year | 0.00 |100.00|98.12 | 94.24 | 77.094 | 32.21
12002074
Start of
Water Year | 014 | 9986 (9733 | 6236 | 7108 | 46.00
9282073

One Year Ago 000

100.00(100.00( 95.04 | 81.92 | 58.41
108204

intensify:
DO sbnonnally Dy - D3 E xtrem e Droughit
D1 Moderate Drought - D4 E xceptional Drought
D2 Zevere Drought

The Dravyght WManior focuses an broad- scale conddions,
Loc gl candifions may vary See gacoormnanying texd sunrmans
for forec ast staternents.

Author:
Brad Rippey

LS Deapartmeant of Agricuifure

http Jidroughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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Percent of California in Various Levels of Drought

80

60

40

20

0

Three Waves of Drought in 215t Century California
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Source: Drought Gov
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Los Anoeles

$2.00 DESIGNATED AREAS HIDHER  © 203

THURSDAY, JUNE 23, 3013

latimes.ecom

PEOPLE WALK on the exposed lake bed at Mono Lake, whose tributartes supply watar to the city of Los
Angeles, in the foreground 1= a gauge used to measure water depth, now yards away from the shoreline.

An ominous level

Mono Lake crisis threatens wildlife, L..A.’s water supply

HY LoUis EAHAGUN

MONG LAKE, Calif — As this drought-stricken  1#€86 Water for L.A.?

‘body of salt water recedes, the epercussions mount: Its
exposed

Aalkaling fats are giving riss to dust Storms. A diversion of water to L A. must be

vulnerabie to predators. And Los Angeles' shility to di-
wert. snowmslt from the region — which it has done for

Ifthe water level in Mono Lake falls just two more feet,
halted.

Mono Lake's water level governs how much LA. can take

‘I am sorry,’
the Boston
bomber tells
his victims

first statement comes
at formal sentencing.

BY RICHARD A. SERRARO

victims, “I am

DEPUTIES
GUILTY

decades— could becut off. A0 (AT bl I JEY oo
In months, the of Water and
Power has requced Its take from Mono's tributaries
iras. Sl Current water
ensthe . level: 6,379 L.
the
™o rminby 3% —
‘the next official water level reading in April, Mono may 16,000
fall &0 6,377 Jevati toanym- acrefaat
‘versions. The Califormia State Water Resources Control per year
Board established the limit in 1964 to resolve a dispute Lowest level:
6,372 (1982}
Of particular concern is further exposure of a land
‘bridge that coyotes could Cross to access the second- 6380 L _ &380M
largest California gull colony  [See Mono Lake, A1Z) 4,500
—laue-het
BITIL

LORENA INIGUNE ELENEN Lox Angeies Times

INJAIL
VISITOR
BRATING

HY JOEL RUBIN

Three Los Angsles

NEWS ANALYSIS

|| America seeks

J



Elevation (feet, amsl)

Mono Lake Elevation

b398
B 394 Mono Lake Level: 1850-Present Post-Transition Phase
' beging when
Mono Lake Elevation reaches B 391 f.
B 392
i“ -—
B 390 i W
: = Exports = 16,000 acre feet'year _
F 308 ¢ Mono Lake Elevation between Al 1, 2016 |
' ) B.380 and B,391 f. bono Lake Elevation
6,377 21 W
b,326
h’\l'\ M\ \
b,384 vy \r. ,\
WA TR
B,382 1989 preliminary v\ I i \
injunction against vJ
5 380 A,‘ exparts when Manao 7
I ’ ) Lak%u;?% I%elnw Exports = 4,500 acre-feet/year \
G , | — : tano Lake Elevation between
; B 377 and & 380 ft.
f’ \\ fJ 5 :
B.376
' \ J Mo Exports
1984 & 1986 Mona Lake Elevation below
b,374 M ternporary = BT 1.
l restraining orders v State Water Resources Caontrol Board
V required rinirmum Decision 1631
B,a72 flows in Rush and lssued on September 28, 1994,
Lee %ining creeks.
6,370 N N
4/1/1980 4/1/1985 4/1/1990 4/1/1995 4/1/2000 4172005 41172010 41172015

Start of Runoff Year









Mono Lake level and drought in context

I If there had never been any water diversions
(37 feet higher than today)

- Mono Lake’s level today

If people hadn't protected Mono Lake
(29 feet lower than today)

Green bars represent Mono Lake’s volume at three key levels.
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